Primates Social Behavior
Primates are social animals and one of the commonly held reasons why they are social is because it protects them from predators. Also, it protects them from infanticide within the species. As a result of these pressures, primates are forced to live in social groups. However, due to food competition, they are supposed to be competitive and aggressive as well. It is imperative to note that with their social groups, individual primates coordinate their activities, they communicate with one another and they coordinate in either friendly or aggressive ways. In their social groups, individual primate members are unreserved. This means that they frequently interact with one another, engage in a variety of social interactions and they end up creating social bonds with other individuals. It is essential to note that the individual bonds that primates make are mainly expressed in through grooming. One of the main social activities that primates partake is carefully picking through the fur of another and removing any parasites. The grooming activity serves an imperative social role for many of the primates in addition to the obvious hygienic function. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Generally, the main reason primates are social is to reduce the risk of individual primate being preyed on. When they live in groups, there are many individual primates looking out for predators which make it easier to detect predators quickly. Also, an effect called the “geometry for the selfish heard” reduces the risk of individual primate being preyed on because the larger the group the lower the chance of each individual becoming prey. Similarly, when they live in groups, primates can collectively mob predators and be able to drive them away while this could be impossible for individual primate. Overall, the main reason why primates are social is to reduce the chances of being preyed on and access to food and other resources.  
